16th September 2015

BBC Worldwide Australia & New Zealand (ANZ) has licensed the Mastermind format to
TVNZ, it has been announced.
A new local New Zealand series of the hit BBC quiz show is being produced by Warner
Brothers International Television Production New Zealand for TV ONE, and is set to air in
2016 following a 20 year hiatus.
Veteran broadcaster Peter Williams has been confirmed as the new host of the show, which
will once again see contestants face the unrelenting pressure of the spotlight and the black
chair as they answer questions on their specialist subjects and test their general knowledge.
For the first time, the new series will add a New Zealand knowledge round to the challenge.
Mastermind, which has aired in the UK for over 40 years and 42 series, has been
commissioned in seven other countries including India, Israel and Russia, and is known for
testing the boldest and brightest of contestants with the toughest of questions.
Helen Pendlebury, Head of Business Development, BBC Worldwide ANZ said:
“Mastermind is a giant among TV game shows, with hundreds of contestants having
answered questions under the spotlight in the famous and fearsome black chair. We’re
delighted that TV ONE and Warner Brothers are bringing the series back to New Zealand.”
Andrew Shaw, TVNZ General Manager of Commissioning, Production and Acquisitions,
said: “Mastermind is a TV institution, and we’re thrilled to be reviving the hugely iconic series
for TV ONE. Peter Williams is one of New Zealand’s most experienced and long serving
broadcasters having been at TV ONE since 1979, and he is the perfect fit as the host for
such an iconic show. After its 20 year hiatus, it’ll be exciting to see a new generation of New
Zealand contestants come through and we look forward to crowning the next Kiwi
Mastermind.”
-Ends-

For more information, please contact:
Sarah Tulley, BBC Worldwide:
02 9744 4625 | sarah.tulley@bbc.com

For programme queries, please contact:
Cherelle Duggleby, TVNZ:
Cherelle.Duggleby@tvnz.co.nz
NOTES TO EDITORS
About BBC Worldwide Australia & New Zealand
Australia & New Zealand (ANZ) is a priority territory for BBC Worldwide, focusing on growth across all
its core business areas. Recently relocated to McMahons Point, BBC Worldwide ANZ wholly owns
six channels: BBC First, UKTV, BBC Knowledge and CBeebies on Foxtel and Fetch TV in Australia;
UKTV and BBC Knowledge on Sky TV in New Zealand; and is responsible for the distribution and
promotion of BBC World News which transmits in both countries. BBC Worldwide ANZ distributes
great British content from the BBC and other producers to free-to-air, subscription channels and
SVOD platforms in Australia and New Zealand. It works with partners to bring BBC Worldwide DVDs,
consumer products, entertainment formats and live events to the local market, as well as offering
advertising opportunities for the BBC’s world renowned bbc.com news site. In 2014/15, it generated
headline sales of £81.9m, up 7.8% year-on -year.

